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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1915.504 

§ 1915.503 Precautions for hot work. 
(a) General requirements—(1) Des-

ignated Areas. The employer may des-
ignate areas for hot work in sites such 
as vessels, vessel sections, fabricating 
shops, and subassembly areas that are 
free of fire hazards. 

(2) Non-designated Areas. (i) Before 
authorizing hot work in a non-des-
ignated area, the employer must vis-
ually inspect the area where hot work 
is to be performed, including adjacent 
spaces, to ensure the area is free of fire 
hazards, unless a Marine Chemist’s cer-
tificate or Shipyard Competent Per-
son’s log is used for authorization. 

(ii) The employer shall authorize em-
ployees to perform hot work only in 
areas that are free of fire hazards, or 
that have been controlled by physical 
isolation, fire watches, or other posi-
tive means. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(2): The require-
ments of paragraph (a)(2) apply to all hot 
work operations in shipyard employment ex-
cept those covered by § 1915.14. 

(b) Specific requirements—(1) Maintain-
ing fire hazard-free conditions. The em-
ployer must keep all hot work areas 
free of new hazards that may cause or 
contribute to the spread of fire. Unex-
pected energizing and energy release 
are covered by 29 CFR 1915.181, Subpart 
L. Exposure to toxic and hazardous 
substances is covered in 29 CFR 
1915.1000 through 1915.1450, subpart Z. 

(2) Fuel gas and oxygen supply lines 
and torches. The employer must make 
sure that: 

(i) No unattended fuel gas and oxygen 
hose lines or torches are in confined 
spaces; 

(ii) No unattended charged fuel gas 
and oxygen hose lines or torches are in 
enclosed spaces for more than 15 min-
utes; and 

(iii) All fuel gas and oxygen hose 
lines are disconnected at the supply 
manifold at the end of each shift; 

(iv) All disconnected fuel gas and ox-
ygen hose lines are rolled back to the 
supply manifold or to open air to dis-
connect the torch; or extended fuel gas 
and oxygen hose lines are not recon-
nected at the supply manifold unless 
the lines are given a positive means of 
identification when they were first 
connected and the lines are tested 

using a drop test or other positive 
means to ensure the integrity of fuel 
gas and oxygen burning system. 

§ 1915.504 Fire watches. 
(a) Written fire watch policy. The em-

ployer must create and keep current a 
written policy that specifies the fol-
lowing requirements for employees per-
forming fire watch in the workplace: 

(1) The training employees must be 
given (§ 1915.508(c) contains detailed 
fire watch training requirements); 

(2) The duties employees are to per-
form; 

(3) The equipment employees must be 
given; and 

(4) The personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) that must be made avail-
able and worn as required by 29 CFR 
Part 1915, Subpart I. 

(b) Posting fire watches. The employer 
must post a fire watch if during hot 
work any of the following conditions 
are present: 

(1) Slag, weld splatter, or sparks 
might pass through an opening and 
cause a fire; 

(2) Fire-resistant guards or curtains 
are not used to prevent ignition of 
combustible materials on or near 
decks, bulkheads, partitions, or 
overheads; 

(3) Combustible material closer than 
35 ft. (10.7m) to the hot work in either 
the horizontal or vertical direction 
cannot be removed, protected with 
flame-proof covers, or otherwise shield-
ed with metal or fire-resistant guards 
or curtains; 

(4) The hot work is carried out on or 
near insulation, combustible coatings, 
or sandwich-type construction that 
cannot be shielded, cut back, or re-
moved, or in a space within a sandwich 
type construction that cannot be 
inerted; 

(5) Combustible materials adjacent to 
the opposite sides of bulkheads, decks, 
overheads, metal partitions, or sand-
wich-type construction may be ignited 
by conduction or radiation; 

(6) The hot work is close enough to 
cause ignition through heat radiation 
or conduction on the following: 

(i) Insulated pipes, bulkheads, decks, 
partitions, or overheads; or 

(ii) Combustible materials and/or 
coatings; 
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